1808, - LAWS OF MARYLAND.

CHAP, 33. 6, AND BE 1T ENACTED, That the commissioners. aforesaid, oy a
S—~/  majority of them, shall ascertain and value, if required, what
onmages ta be 2 damages may be sustained by any person or persons over whose.
land the said road may pass, by -opening the same, and the valua-
tion shall be made before the said commissioners, or a majority of
them, shall proceed to open the said road; Provided always, that if
. any person or persons through whose land the said road may pass,
or his, her or their guardian or trustee, shall conceive themselves
aggrieved by such valuation and assessment of damages by the
said commissioners, or a majority of them, it shall and ma) he
lawful for any justice of the peace of the county in which the land
lies, on application of the party interested, or his, her or their
- uardian or trustee, to issue his warrant, under his hand and seal,
directed to any constable of the county, commanding him to sam-
mon twelve frecholders, who do not hold lands through which the
said road may pass, to appear, on a day by the said justices to be
appointed, on the land of the person or persons making applica-
tion as aforesaid, or for whose benefit such application shall be
made, and the said freeholders, having first made oath before said
Jjustice of the peace, that they will, without favour, affection or
partiality, assess the damages sustained by the persun ap persons
at whose request, or for whose benefit, such ingaisition shall be
taken, by reason of opening the aforesaid road through his, her or
their land, thall thereupon proceed to assess and value the damages
accordingly, of which the said commissioners, or a majority of
them, shall have had at least five days notice, and shall retarn the
damages so assessed to the said justice of the peace, and such in-
quisition and valuation shall be final and conclusive; and the party
or parties in whose favour the valuation ascertained by the said
. commissioners, or a majority of them, or the damages assessed by
==y the said freeholders, shall be made, shall be entitled to receive the
same from the said treéasurer, or an order drawn on him by the -
said commissioners, or a majority of them; and the said commis-
sioners shall direct the treasurer aforesaid to pay, or secure the
same to be paid, out of the monies raised, or to be raised and col.
lected from the subscriptions to the said road, within the space of
six months after the assessment of such valuation or damages, and
before they shall proceed to affect the lands and tenements of the
person or persens concerned; and upon the payment of the money,
or the securing the same to be paid as aforesaid, to the person or
persons through whose land the said road is intended to pass, the
said commissioners may open the said road througli such person or
persons land; Provided, that the said road shall not pass through
any house, yard, garden, meadow or orchard, unless with the cons
sent of the owner or owners thereof,

Provisos,

CHAP, LIV,

Passed ran. 71804 A Act authorising any person prosecuted for a Libel to give tle
truth in evidence. Lib. JG. No, 4, fol. 412, 1

Perons proseewe. ~ BE IT ENACTED, by the General Assembly of Maryland, That
ge the twath 1y in case any person or persons shall be prosecuted, by  indictment
Cvidence., or apy other criminal prosecution, for a lilel, the party se prose-
cuted shall be entitled to give the truth of the matter charged in

the said indictment, or other prosecution, in evidence, under the




